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THE “GOLD” HIDDEN IN OUR WETLANDS 

Zanele Kuzhanga & Khethiwe Malaza

ith the accelerated rate of urbanization and industrialization land 

degradation seems prevalent not only within the City of 

Mbombela, but in South Africa as a whole. Land degradation 

involves the disturbance and even complete destruction of Wetlands. The 

latter often occurs as a result of complete ignorance towards the importance 

and the benefits of wetlands. Societies are careless about our wetlands 

because the gold hidden in them is not known. 

 

It is only with the willingness to unlearn harmful practices that affect our wetlands that our communities can recognize 

how wetlands are highly valuable natural assets. With more education and awareness, communities can discover 

the “gold” hidden in our wetlands. 

 

W 

 

What can 

communities do to 

protect wetlands? 

i. Use wetlands 
sustainably. 
 

ii. Join programs 
that help restore 
wetlands. 

 
iii. Stop dumping 

garbage on 
them. 
 

iv. Do not build on 
wetlands. 

 
v. Remove/report 

invasive plants 
when observed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Far from being 

useless, disease-ridden 

places, wetlands 

provide values that no 

other ecosystem can.” 



 

LANGA VISITS JOHN MDHULI 

PRIMARY SCHOOL  

SANDILE LUBISI 

 

n the 15th of March Langa was at John 

Mdhuli Primary School in ward 14. He 

was invited by the grade 6 learners who 

were launching their Environmental Club.   There 

was excitement as the learners waited in 

anticipation to meet their environmental hero, 

Langa. Langa is the environmental ambassador of 

the City of Mbombela. He took to the stage to 

meet and greet the children, and gave a brief talk 

on the importance of keeping our environment 

and city clean, for the wellbeing of all humans 

and animals alike. The day was full of fun activities 

for the learners. They danced and sang with 

Langa. Lastly, the learners were treated to ice 

cream from Milky Lane, Riverside Mall.  

 

To invite Langa to your school, contact Ms 

Nompumelelo Msomi on (013) 759 2374 or email 

Nompumelelo.Msomi@mbombela.gov.za

 

 

 

 

O 

 



 

 

 

 

 

lobally, World Wetlands Day is held on the 5th February every 

year not only to celebrate the day but to raise awareness on 

the importance of these ecosystems. The theme for 2019 is “Wetlands 

and Climate Change”.  The City of Mbombela had its World Wetlands 

Day event on the 8th February 2019 in Barberton in the Southern 

Region. The event was held at the wetland near Amon Nkosi Primary 

School in Barberton Extension 11. The condition of the wetland next to 

Amon Nkosi Primary School prompted the decision to host there.  

The event began with litter picking and clearing of illegal dumping 

spots at the wetland. The clean-up started on the western side near 

the school to the Eastern side. The clean-up preceded the formal 

program which started at 11H00. All speakers emphasized the 

importance of looking after wetlands in relation to the benefits 

communities may attain from them. The school was encouraged to 

adopt the wetland and persuade parents of children of the learners 

to protect the wetland.  The highlight of the day was when the children 

met Langa the Green 

Mascot. This was 

Langa’s first 

community 

engagement. The 

event was a huge 

success and the 

following stakeholders 

participated: IUCMA, 

Working on Fire, DWS, 

SALGA, SANPARKS, 

SAPPI Ngodwana Mill, 

DARDLEA, SANBI, CWP 

& BCR FM. Clearing of 

illegal dumps in the 

Southern Region 

continued for the 

entire month of 

February 2019.
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Condition of wetland before clean-up 

 

 

 

 

WORLD WETLANDS DAY CELEBRATION 
NOMPUMELELO MSOMI 

 



 

he Third quarter Environmental Management 

Forum meeting was held on the 20th March 

2019 at the Mbombela Stadium. There were 5 

presentations that were made at this meeting 

namely; 

 

Ngodwana Green Energy Project 

presented by Mr. Raymond 

Chirwa (General Manager: 

Ngodwana Power). This project is 

a renewable energy project that 

will heat biomass and turn 

turbines that will subsequently 

generate power. The project 

envisages to produce 220MWA 

which will feed to the Eskom grid. 

Ngodwana Power and Eskom 

have already signed the power 

purchase agreement. This is a 20 

year project and the first phase 

will commission on 24 July 2020 to 

23 July 2040. He mentioned that 6 

months prior the commissioning 

of the plant, a CSI coordinator will 

be appointed to deal with the 

social labour plan for the 

beneficiation of nearby 

communities. 

 

Mr. Tenboy Methule (Manager: 

Renewable Energy) presented 

the Renewable Energy Initiatives 

in the City of Mbombela. His 

presentation focused on the 

City’s projects. It was mentioned 

that the City owns the 

Friedenheim Hydro power plant  

 

farm, this plant produces 2 MWA and is managed 

by a private operator.  

 

Mr. Goodman Mokoena (Chief Building Inspector) 

presented the Status of Green Buildings within the 

City of Mbombela. This presentation elaborated the 

characteristics of a 

green building and 

the governing 

legislative framework 

which the building 

control unit employs 

when executing their 

daily work. He stated 

that the high 

demand of 

accommodation in 

Mbombela 

particularly student 

accommodation, is 

becoming 

problematic in that 

people convert their 

houses to 

accommodate 

students. Often, 

these conversions 

are done without 

complying. The 

forum 

recommended that 

that the Building 

Inspectorate invests 

more on education 

and awareness to 

conscietize the 

public about the green building concept.  
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Mr. Philip Owen (GeaSphere Mpumalanga Water 

Caucus coordinator) gave the forum a synopsis on 

the Effective Management of Disposable Diapers as 

it is prevalent across the country. Even though 

disposable diapers are a credible solution to 

hygiene, they on the other hand create a nuisance 

because they are 

not easy to 

dispose and are 

not 

biodegradable. 

Diapers end up in 

water courses like 

rivers and streams 

and; they pose 

serious health 

risks. He further 

mentioned that 

his organization is 

looking forward 

to partnering with 

stakeholders 

including the 

municipality in 

trying to clean up 

the diapers from 

rivers, streams 

and wetlands.  

 

 

 

Ms. Aneesa Haroon (Scientific Services: Sembcorp 

Silulumanzi) presented the State of Water Treatment 

Water Works and Waste Water Treatment Works. Her 

presentation showed the levels of compliance by 

the water and waste water works which are under 

the Sembcorp Silulumanzi concessionaire. These 

compliance standards are set by the National 

Department of Water and Sanitation. The City is  

 

 

 

 

expected to comply in terms of the blue drop and 

green drop status. It was evident in her presentation 

that the results of water works (blue drop) are 

compliant compared to waste water treatment 

works (green drop). The forum recommended that 

Sembcorp Silulumanzi should focus on improving 

the waste water treatment works to 

achieve the desired green drop status.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Ms. Nompumelelo Msomi 

Education and Awareness Program 

01 759 2374 

Nompumelelo.Msomi@mbombela.gov.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Environmental Management Forum is 
comprised of stakeholders from all spheres of 
government, industry, academia and Non-
Governmental Organisations and it provides a 
platform for cooperative environmental 
governance. It enables government, business and 
civil society to discuss environmental issues and 
challenges as well as share solutions and best 
practices that lead to effective environmental 

management in the City of Mbombela. 
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